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REQUIREMENTS TO OBTAIN A PROFESSIONAL CLEAR CREDENTIAL 
Level II Education Specialist Instruction Credential 

 
Please refer to your document to determine which of the following requirements need to be completed to earn the 
professional clear credential. 

1. Pass the California Basic Educational Skills Test (CBEST) during the first year of certification (unless passage 
was verified with the issuance of the Preliminary Level I Credential.)  CBEST must be passed within one year of 
the issuance date of the Preliminary Level I Credential in order for the holder to be eligible to continue teaching.  
(For more information, contact the CBEST Program, National Evaluation Systems, Inc., P.O. Box 340880, 
Sacramento, CA  94834-0880, (916) 928-4001, or toll free (800) 262-5080, or visit their website at 
www.cbest.nesinc.com.  

2. Developing English Language Skills, including Reading -- Applicants must satisfy one of the following 
requirements: 
a. complete a course in Developing English Language Skills, including Reading, that is research-based and 

includes the study of phonemic awareness, spelling patterns, early intervention techniques, ongoing 
diagnostic techniques, and a strong literature, language, and comprehension component (submit a copy of the 
course description for evaluation purposes) 

b. pass the Reading Instruction Competence Assessment (RICA).  Visit the National Evaluation Systems’ (NES) 
website at www.rica.nesinc.com for more information. 

3. Provisions and Principles of the U.S. Constitution -- Applicants must satisfy one of the following requirements: 
a. complete a course (at least two semester units or three quarter units) in the Provisions and Principles of the 

U.S. Constitution  
b. pass an examination in the Provisions and Principles of the U.S. Constitution given by a regionally-accredited 

junior college, community college, college, or university  
4. Subject-matter Competence -- Applicants must satisfy one of the following requirements: 

a. achieve a passing score on the appropriate subject matter examination(s).  (Information regarding the 
appropriate subject matter examination[s], including passing scores and registration, can be found in 
Verifying Subject Matter Competence by Examination leaflet CL-674M [Multiple Subject] or Verifying 
subject Matter Competence by Examination leaflet CL-674S [Single Subject], which may be obtained by 
visiting the Commission’s website at www.ctc.ca.gov) 

b. complete a Commission-approved subject-matter program or its equivalent and obtain verification of 
completion from the authorized person in the education department of a California college or university with 
an accredited program.  However, the availability of subject matter programs at California colleges or 
universities may be limited as they continue to phase out programs. 

c. for Specialized Science subjects only, individuals may take and pass the appropriate subject matter 
examinations or obtain verification of completion of subject-matter course work from the Commission on 
Teacher Credentialing.  Information, including requirements and procedures, can be found in Coded 
Correspondence 03-0010. 

 Verification of subject-matter competence is not required for the area of Early Childhood Special Education. 

5. Complete at least three semester units in non-special education pedagogy related to teaching basic academic skills 
and content areas 

6. Supervised Field Experience in non-special education -- Applicants must satisfy one of the following 
requirements: 
a. complete at least one semester unit of supervised field experience verified by transcript  
b. complete 45 clock-hours with non-special education students verified by the employing agency 

(continued) 
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7. Complete a course in Health Education, including, but not limited to, nutrition; the physiological and sociological 
effects of alcohol, narcotic, and drug abuse; and the use of tobacco  (This requirement must include verification of 
training in cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) that covers infant, child, and adult CPR skills.  Submit a copy of 
the course description and CPR card for evaluation purposes.) 

8. Complete a course in Computer Education, including instruction in general and specialized skills in the use of 
computers in educational settings 

9. Complete a Level II Education Specialist Program at a California college or university with a Commission-
approved program, including all of the following: 
a. an individualized induction plan designed in collaboration with your employer and a California college or 

university with a Commission-approved program in the area of specialization listed on your Preliminary 
Level I Credential  (This plan will include academic requirements applicable to all Level II candidates, as well 
as individualized studies and consultations focusing on your specific needs and employment assignment.  
This plan may contain up to 25 percent non-university-based activities, if approved by the college or 
university administering the program.) 

b. a minimum of two years of successful experience in a public school (or private school of equivalent status) 
while holding the Preliminary Level I Education Specialist Instruction Credential, verified by your employer 

c. obtain the formal recommendation for the credential by the college or university through which your 
induction plan was completed  (Visit the Commission’s website for a list of California colleges and 
universities with Commission-approved programs.) 

Reference: California Education Code, Sections 44225, 44259, and 44265, and Title 5, California Code of Regulations, Section 80048.3.1 through 
80048.6 

Click Here for Commission-Approved Professional Preparation Programs, or visit the Commission’s website at 
www.ctc.ca.gov   

 
Course Work Submitted for a Credential 
An applicant must have an overall grade point average of “C” or better on a five-point scale in all course work offered 
toward fulfillment of credential requirements.  Continuing education units (CEU’s) and professional development units 
are not acceptable to fulfill credential requirements.  An applicant who has completed a professional program outside of 
California will need to submit a course description or a letter from the appropriate department chairperson verifying the 
content of the course work.  The course description or letter should be enclosed with the credential application for any of 
the following specific course work requirements: 

 Developing English Language Skills, including Reading 
 U.S. Constitution  
 Health Education  
 Special Education  
 Computer Education 
 Non-Special Education Pedagogy 
 Supervised Field Experience in Regular Education 

 

http://134.186.81.78/CAW_CIG/FMPro?-DB=CIG_Approved_Program_Matrix.fp5&-Format=WWW-ApprovedPrograms.html&-Error=WWW-ApprovedProgramsError.html&-sortfield=institution%20type&-sortfield=Name&-max=all&-FindAll
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